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Sun, Sand, Surf and a Pop Quiz

Kids Take a Working Vacation Studying Leaves, Tortoises and Mandarin; Mom and Dad Lounge Poolside

By fisngks PETERSEN

For mest people, 8 Besodt waci-
ton mexns branging on the beash

and sipping tropleal deinks by the IThEyIrE |E'Eil‘l‘|”‘|{.j
al, Far Jilkis A¥eTSE 11 : = =
[ r Jillimn Hiawersat, a recen E{Jmﬂthlﬂg dlfft-'..‘ﬁ_‘l'it-

trip o Florkds also incheded Bial
agy lessons, pop quizzes and Yoo~ T P i Tt I F
1::R|I.:.."|'.'i|.E':‘:1I-|'.I'F|i:":I'IH ¥orur ” 15N t qut t"}ﬂh}r:ﬂltin'.;.l'
hand® rules. :

Thats becouse Jillian, an 11- —Jennifer Hedrick, a guest al
vear-old from Guitford, Conn,, was Ritz-Carlton. Maples
faking part in the Biz-Carlion, Ni- I ihe
ples kids' program. [n the projoam,
"Nafure's Wonders" partieipants
waar mini lab coazs and pesr under
Micfmonpes to examine the cell
sEructure al plontsd. Anotheor activ
t¥ teaches Kids aboust the feeding
nabits af red-footed  tortolses
(Their favorite meal: cal ford and
wirms ) Kids also play @ a vershon
of "hirga” with words like “cond
fers and “ornithelogs”

Hate] and resort kids' programs
are besonring more lavish—and
more overtly educatinal—partiou
larly ameng high-end hotels, Tha
PR nAms, whers paArents can des
off thetr chbldren for o fow howrs or
even all day, used to inctude nol
much mare than supervisad gwis-
ine and the occasional Disney
Mivie.

A the “Minl M0 clubs a0 Man-
darin Oriental hotels, for example,
Af estructor tedaches kiRdE words
amui phrazes in Mandarin. At Hyan
Corp's Hyatt Regency Scottsdala
Resort and Spa il Gainey Ranch in
Arizoma; “Camp Hyatt" pasticiganty
arg given environmental lessons
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THE THREE R's
MEET RER: At the Hitz-
Cartton, Naplés in Florida,
lillesn Haversat, abowe,
ol Pl from hotel
returakst Randy Sarfton
sifting For clams during a
‘Matures Wonders'
program, Rght,

Bethany Laotharn loaks

through a mkrostope at
lgaves sho collected

Parants, meanwhide, can
relax by the pood, left
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Caritinanted froam Hhe prine e
with detnils aboont the resorts
“agantically halanced® lagoom

pand and - sedar-enengy Enilin-
twee. e kids' clib les its own
demnnsiration  =alar  panel

Rosewond Holel & Resorty’ [Lit-
tle Dix Bay in the H:itigh Viesn
[slongs haz 8 marine biologist om
S0l doy Beach in the "Children'®s
Grove” priErin boul the aeea's
cozal reef mod marine fife. At
SRR the 5E millinn-plus, 8000
sipire- ool WSt efub thul Atksn-
tis, Parmdize lsland (ewmed by
Kerzner Intormatiomnl Holdings
Ll in the Behams Gpened in

Decemiber, Klds mel lnstruction <)

on table etignette while they

lsrn 5 vonk camtdy picdas and =
medlben cases, The dlub also s B

everything foom & perfarmance
siagn with
dredsing ooy [0 0 peiding
rogay with = talking tres.

The make-awer-af hotel kisds'
promrims 5 being sprned, in
AT, O d-Eeneration al pErente
wiho want o make sure thetr aff
spring  are engaged,  leare-
IS —aRE Eertinean I:'IJI'{I:"' e
while: oo wacation. “[t is the
s philsophy s gelting your
kide ibto the hest ITUTHETS
schanl,” says Vivian Deuschl,
spakeswoman Tor Marriant In-
termatbomal s Birz-Carlion,

“They cxpect more: than put-
ting thesr kigds iy franbal tne TV
ot and  watching carioons.”
Alsn, tacny's porentd ore more
Ukely oo teswel with their ¢l
tren—and seek aut kid-Froendly
el lies, Aot 705 ol |lsaase
travelers belonging to Gonera-
tian X (those born betwesn 1965
und: J97H} said they roveled
with ehildrén on one ar moere bel
sure trips in 200, accarding o
A survey al LW Lpfsare fegvel-
ers by markel-research ficms
Yporinesship ond  Vinikeloich
Ine;

The added attention to kkds'
clufis s gt ol an over S1eaL-
(o) :il',' hatel anc resart conipas
fiss o laee mave Ieisnme bravel-
s, In Db paed coanld Of vears
&5 the eponpmy has soured, bosk:
ness trmvel Bas: fallen dramat
cilly and some experis sy il
Ay bes years sebore [Tcoined
hach stronily. Leisure trivg] has
also taken a ki, but is expeced
Iq cecivEr sixmner. Familias, in
parvcular, are atiractive to ho
tels. They tond to stay Hmger,
Bock more rocms and ek up
higher bills Bt restauranis and
otbior fnctlities becanse “packing
up e Kidds b o out bealinnes =

castma-strewn

Hanger Randy, abowve, teaches
{k=ft to right) Bethany Latham,
Abty Hedrick, Jacqueine Haveria
ang Mate Hedrick about aligators
While the kids are laarning,
Jerniter Hedrick, sight. plays
tenrds, We st wanted & few
hours: for aursdtees,’ she says of
the kids' programs.

4 |l mare [Aduls tien dedlering
room =ervice.” =avs Bjorn Han
s, o hospitality professer al
the Tisch Center for Hospltality,
Torrasm, angl  Sports Mamage-
et at Now York Lﬁl]'.'l."f:ill!r.

Hotels say thnt o vibrant kids!
pragram can drive mearat bugsi-
peas, odpecially sines Rids are
nore invobead these days nde-
ricling where their fumilics vaci-
e, Hiotels also hoete that hook-
ngt kit will bwild: their guest
lHats Fir into Lhe fubope, "We
WAL 1o enEage tham and make
them Ritz-Carlton guests. for
Hie”™ savs Dareyll Adams - heodel
managper 5t the Rirg: Carlton Gobf
Resor, Moples, Last month, this
aesand nutpost of the Ritz-Carl-
tom, Naples laanched & sister
mregram to “Meture’s Wonders"
calied "Ewe Wonders,” whers
srpca-Chedead activitles jhelude
sz at constellations throngh
tolescopes and nsing the sun's
rUvE T ke "solar S’ mores”

It may not seem fair that kids
are taking recycling  lessons
winkle mom dind dad Snaozge or
read Us Weekly by the pool, But
the roality iz that for most kids,
lnunging and nagping S fortoee.

HOME ¢35 FAMILY

The Kids’ Workmg Vacatwn as Grown-Ups Relax

They want b do staff all - day
For graarenis, that caf Be exnnkst-

i =We wanted & vacation, oo
W st wanted & few haurs for
aarzalves” ways Jenplfer He
drick. a ftoess-shadip owner
Frong - Seimaisit, ML, whe isas va-
cationing at the Ritz-Carlion,
Kaples last monthe While her
chalelren, Abky, & and MNale, 5
were &t “Nature’s Wonders” Ms
Hadrice ook o teneis besson
=We ke thar they are learnlng
soamething different. It i8Rt just
babysitting in the poom,” sha
sty THIS wiks the Tamily's doe-
ol vedr at the resort and Abby
was g repeat participant at the
ke’ ik

II the new breed af Kids" pro-
prams  gctually felt  like
sr ool —albeit with palm
[repd—herne dasidd Be a ginl-
sized revolt, The key, hotels say,
is 10 maky them bandzs-om: Think
children's miiseEms more s

¥R .

lecture- hall. “We call it ‘egutain
ment,' * says Handy Sacbon, e
Ritz-Carlton, Naples' hotel nam
ralist and a former high schonl
teaclsel whiy goeg by “Ringer
Rardy.” “af certain Hmes wa'll
Back off {1l lenrping portion .
You have to let Kids be kids."
“Matare’s Wonders® looks like
i it sguariame 1 hes 10 tanks
with about 100 fish and ocher
sig oritteTs, Om g rocent rRiny
Friday mormeng (the clubs are
particulacly popular in  bad
weatherk seven childran ranging
tn awe From 5 0o W0 joined for the
UIt's Cratter Pesding Time” sctiv-
ity After watching Mr Sarton
und ather staff fecd the comter's
Eortodges, ool and w Lenk Nl od
Jedlfish, the kids took their tom,
They scooped up bits of dried
sh food At ol up pleces of
strimp and silver shdes (There
were a lob of exciamations of
Tani™ amdd  MEAame™)  dnd

Vacation Vocations

Gortw M lelbest grp Dol iy programs Tor kds @ hopes of woetiog pamms
Heras @ Eampling of Wwhats avafadie, bub chick Sl nobels Tor details

HAOTEL  COMPRNY OFFERINGS PRICE
Paradt K4 orogram inchidas cooeng
II 'IH-j"“l Iessons, 7 5ags ang dressing roome- 74 Bo S50 par
iz % for pafamances and & [agn BN
TR oorsETT N AT
Frogam ks 3 padtnerssio with
Hyatt Mzboea Cangraphic Kz Many pan i e
CATENatt oM acthyfies caster i the RRIER HY BIUpEERk
wrae el and Habom
sl MO Srtgrame dee eetonioed y
Miandarn Oriental  “or vach ceston The grogram e Manes by property

| maidnrorestaliim

Srogeams wary by kpabon, Mrum

[ Ol R S
Toarna: WAl repoeting

dropped them into tanks

"Tou oo do dey oo yecky
steff™ ssid- Ar. Sartom "Who
Wit vueky®”

LA saldd Delindy Young,
i0-wear-old  from - Stamford,
Gatin., while saising her hand,

Staf Kept un a steacy streaim
o imformmtion abour the fish be
g fed and asked guestions 1o
sap what the lnds were retairivg,
Wil some Koted kids' progrmms
BT COmMPLREENEERY, st clangs
i Fee "BMiturmes Wonders" costs
SED far elther 8 morndne aF af-
ternnon session, o $110 for the
day, echiding lusel

“1 thowght &t was cool and
e sops Delaney, wha was ae i
BRrinE-break vacation Wit ey
parenis. and two siblings. “We
Fisd ol v apbmnds, T learmed
that eels aren't elecric bot ay
oryone thinks they are®

Her  mone., Crisiims Yowng,
says she “read & tom and
mupped ™ while the kids were it
TRELre s Wionders.”

Hatel companias spy 8 robst
il progrim s key o alleviong-
InE The parental gult that cin
crop ap argund ditching off
spring for a couply of hours
“Whal parenls are really con-
cermed with Is, ‘Are they hasing
a gond time apd can | essily
wilk sraay and when T coome Back
will they be happy'"  sava
Thomas . Steinkauer, regional
viee president and generil man-
amar at Foup Saaqons  RKesor
Maui af Weilea. Foar Sepsons
Hofols and Resoris offers

Chiang May, Thelend for examcke,
s bods Fary Bo frm o ree padd y

Tl D By, haz parioeble sbade

complmentory &
SO TRSOITS

I Maples, $60 for o

#nz-Caritoe wiongdens and B Womders programy "-:.TFIJ: AT
rizzartinze 1 i Mapees, Pl propeiies fons Z:Iir:}l' N
anE : SpaTe iy
W BT s Tng nibee S day Incusdsg wech
Rosewood Hotels & Chikvar's rove progran B0l
Rearts Wirgie taands fucation, Zesepsol |,|.--:,|::||| :ft:t'

compiimentary “Kads for All Sen
qans” program ot By nesord
PraEerties:

Entolbing the Xds tnoa pro
gram whese they are Jearning
q0l¥e r|'.|:||l cAn alzo  provade
soame cover to families who yank
the Rids aul of sehool for a
beach vacstion. Indead, the Rim-
Carlton, Bapalua in Hawadi cre-
atad a PO-pape slide presenia-
Tion about the resori's “Ambas
mrdars af the Envimpmong®
prsEEanT that childrer can take
10 Thedr heachiers or use in s poe
sentatiom for Thed clatsnnies
trck o Umahit of the sop
ERsted ‘:"|.'E'IZ"I.'|I A90LL He pro-
pram—which s o partnership
wilth explover Fofin-TEchel Gous-
pegus - Ceeen  Putures S0k
ty—reads! "Like oar cities, corml
reefs have power plants, farms,
recyeling  and  waste monage
inEnl svstens and puablic-heakth
professionnls.”

Farents . can wse the slde
sfow 1o ety Hise [hads"| gap
In schioed,” aafs Denise Nagally,
cotprnie direetor, coyiTonmen
fd progrdms of Kite-Carlton
“Teackars want 1o knony  thast

kisl= aren't just skipping-seloal ™
| 5| e, ﬂﬁ r

OMLINE TODAY: S== phatos
From Mature’s Wondars at the
Rite-Carltan, Maples and waltch
a vides on how hotels o=
developing pragrams for kids
at WELcomy Travel.
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